Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 PARIS 08142 01 OF 02 190006Z 
ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO SP-02 INR-05 L-01 OES-02 
PM-03 NSC-05 CIAE-00 NSCE-00 /041 W 

190202Z 127675 /75S 

R 190012Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0804 

SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 08142 

LIMDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: TECH, PFOR, MNUC, PARM, FR, US, GW, BR 
SUBJECT: FRENCH DEBRIEFING ON GOF-FRG NUCLEAR DIS- 
CUSSIONS HELD AT BONN, MARCH 16, 1977 

REF: PARIS 07653 

1 . AT HIS INITIATION, MFA SCIENCE DIRECTOR NAZELLE 
BRIEFED EMBASSY SCICOUN ON GENERAL DISCUSSIONS HE HAD 
WITH GERMAN COUNTERPARTS IN BONN ON MARCH 16. THE 
DISCUSSIONS COVERED TWO GENERAL CATEGORIES, NONPROLI 
FERATION ISSUES AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE LONDON MEETING, 

AND THE SECOND CATEGORY, THAT OF THE GERMAN-FRENCH 
RELATIONS IN NUCLEAR MATTERS. NAZELLE CHARACTERIZED 
THE DISCUSSIONS AS FRANK AND FRIENDLY AND, ALTHOUGH 
SCHEDULED FOR THE PAST TWO WEEKS, GAVE THE FRG THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO BE FORTHCOMING IN HAVING FRANCE 
UNDERSTAND ITS VIEWS ON THE RECENT FAST-MOVING DIS- 
CUSSIONS BETWEEN THE FRG, US AND BRAZIL ON SENSITIVE 
NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES TRANSFER. 

2. NAZELLE RECEIVED A BRIEF REVIEW FROM HIS GERMAN 
HOSTS ON THE MOST RECENT DISCUSSIONS THEY HAD HAD 
WITH THE US. HE UNDERSTOOD THE FRG TO STATE THAT 
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THEY HAD A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF THE US INTERPRETATION 
OF NONDISCRIMINATION APPLIED TO NUCLEAR RECIPIENT 
COUNTRIES, BUT AFTER SOME DISCUSSION NAZELLE WAS 
NOT CONVINCED THAT THE FRG HAD THE SAME INTERPRETATION 
AS THE US HAS BEEN RECENTLY DISCUSSING. THE FRG 
WISHES TO UNDERSTAND THAT IT WILL NOT BE DISCRIMINATED 
AGAINST ON SUCH ISSUES AS REPROCESSING AND 
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ENRICHMENT BUT IT DOES NOT HAVE A COHERENT APPROACH 
TO THIS ISSUE WHICH WOULD PERMIT IT TO RECEIVE 
REPROCESSING TECHNOLOGY AND THEREAFTER DRAW THE LINE 
FOR OTHERS NOT TO RECEIVE THE TECHNOLOGY. 

3. ON THE MATTER OF DISCRIMINATION, NA7.EI.LE MEN- 
TIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN VISITED BY THE JAPANESE 
RECENTLY WHO WERE "SHOCKED" BY THE US VIEW THAT THEY 
SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO DEVELOP INDIGENOUS CAPA- 
BILITIES IN THE BACK END OF THE FUEL CYCLE. NA7.ET.LE 
ASSUMES THE JAPANESE HAVE FULLY DISCUSSED THESE 
MATTERS WITH THE GERMANS AND HAVE ADVISED THE GERMANS 
THAT THE US HAS BEEN STRAIGHTFORWARD AND FRANK WITH 
THE JAPANESE REGARDING ITS VIEWS ON FUTURE JAPANESE 
REPROCESSING ACTIVITIES. THE FRG APPEARS A BIT 

MORE CONFIDENT VIS-A-VIS ITS POSITION WITH THE US 
BUT, ACCORDING TO NAZELLE, THE FRG DOES NOT HAVE THE 
FEELING THAT THE US HAS BEEN FRANK AND STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD ON ITS VIEWS REGARDING FUTURE FRG REPRO- 
CESSING ACTIVITY. APPARENTLY, THE FRG ASSUMES THAT 
THE DIFFERENCE IN THEIR SITUATION VIS-A-VIS THE US 
AND THAT OF THE JAPANESE VIS-A-VIS THE US IS BASED 
ON THE EXISTING US AGREEMENT/COMMITMENT WITH EURATOM 
AND ITS MEMBER COUNTRIES. 

4. NAZELLE CHARACTERIZES THE FRENCH POSITION AS 
BEING SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE US IN WISHING TO PLACE 
SEVERE RESTRICTIONS ON THE FURTHER EXPANSION OF RE- 
PROCESSING AND ENRICHMENT TECHNOLOGIES. HE PERSONALLY 
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FEELS THAT WE WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE TO PERMIT REPRO- 
CESSING AND PLACE OUR EMPHASIS ON ESTABLISHING 
SAFEGUARDS AND OTHER MEASURES NECESSARY TO MINIMIZE 
DIVERSION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE FRG, ACCORDING 
TO NAZELLE, APPEARS TO BE OF THE VIEW THAT THE US 
HAS AN OPEN MIND ON THE FUTURE OF REPROCESSING AND 
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IN WHAT COUNTRIES AND UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS IT MIGHT 
BE ESTABLISHED. 

5. ACCORDING TO THE GERMANS, DISCUSSIONS WITH 
SECRETARY VANCE ON THE GERMAN-BRAZIL CONTRACT LEFT 
BONN OFFICIALS WITH THE FEELING THAT HE HAD AN 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NONDISCRIMINATION ASPECTS OF 
THE CONTROVERSIAL CONTRACT AND THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
GERMAN DESIRES TO NOT GO BACK ON THEIR SIGNATURE. 

NAZELLE INDICATED THAT HE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 

TO BE ' NEUTRAL" WITH THE FRG REGARDING THE FRG- 
BRAZIL CONTRACT DURING HIS VISIT TO BONN. NAZELLE 
DID ASK ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE ACTIVITIES UNDER 
THE CONTRACT AND FRG OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT THEY 
HAD MADE NO COMMITMENT TO STOP ACTION AND THEY WERE 
NOT UNDERTAKING ANY SPECIFIC EFFORTS TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE SENSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE ARRANGEMENT. 

6. IN THE SECOND CATEGORY OF GENERAL COMMENTS, 

THAT RELATING TO GERMAN-FRENCH BILATERAL RELATIONS 
IN NUCLEAR MATTERS, NAZELLE STRESSED WITH HIS BONN 
COLLEAGUES THAT IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE TWO COUN- 
TRIES HAVE HARMONIOUS POLICIES ON NUCLEAR NONPROLIFE- 
RATION. NAZELLE MENTIONED THAT DURING THE FRG VISIT 
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TO PARIS IN EARLY MARCH THE GERMAN POSITION HAD BEEN 
ONE OF FULL ACCEPTANCE OF LEGAL SAFEGUARDS AS ADE- 
QUATE AND THAT, UNDER REASONABLE CONDITIONS, SO- 
CALLED SENSITIVE TECHNOLOGIES COULD BE EXPORTED. 

DURING NAZ.F.I IE’S DISCUSSIONS IN BONN ON MARCH 16, 

HE FOUND THE GERMANS TO BE SOMEWHAT FOGGY ABOUT THE 
BELIEF IN THE ADEQUACY OF LEGAL SAFEGUARDS AND 
THAT THEY APPEAR TO ACCEPT THE IDEA THAT THERE 
WERE SITUATIONS IN WHICH REPROCESSING AND ENRICHMENT 
TECHNOLOGY SHOULD NOT BE EXPORTED. NAZELLE MADE A 
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POINT WITH THE GERMANS OF INDICATING THAT FRANCE DID 
GO ALONG WITH THE US AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
TRANSFER OF REPROCESSING OR ENRICHMENT TECHNOLOGIES 
(FRANCE HAS NOT FORMALLY TAKEN THE STEP ON ENRICHMENT) 
AND THAT THEY WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE CAPABILITIES 
OF DIRECT PRODUCTION OF WEAPONS-GRADE MATERIALS BUT 
THAT FRENCH POLICY DID NOT QUITE ALIGN WITH US 
VIEWS IN THAT FRANCE WOULD NOT TAKE STEPS TO BLOCK 
INDIGENOUS DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES 
THROUGH THE LEVERAGE OF ITS SALES OF NUCLEAR EQUIP- 
MENT OR SERVICES. NAZELLE WAS PLEASED WITH THE 
APPARENT CHANGE IN VIEWS OF THE FRG, FELT THEY 
WERE THINKING OF VARIOUS FORMULAS AND HE BELIEVES 
THAT FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WILL BE FRUITFUL IN 
BRINGING FRG VIEWS CLOSER TO THOSE OF THE GOF AND 
THE US. 

7. REVERTING BACK TO THE GERMAN-BRAZIL CONTRACT, 
NAZELLE NOTED THAT HE HEARD FROM THE GERMANS THAT 
THEY FELT THAT FURTHER TALKS WOULD BE HELD ON THE 
MATTER WITH THE US BUT THAT AS OF THIS DATE THE WORST 
POLITICAL PRESSURE WAS OVER. 

GAMMON 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NPT, BRIEFING MATERIALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARIS08142 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770094-0240 
Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770343/aaaabkqo.tel 

Line Count: 193 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 629a5cb5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 77 PARIS 7653 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3058610 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH DEBRIEFING ON GOF-FRG NUCLEAR DIS- CUSSIONS HELD AT BONN, MARCH 16, 1977 
TAGS: TECH, PFOR, MNUC, PARM, FR, US, GE, BR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/629a5cb5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



